During the last half-century dentifrices have multiplied by thousands, each presenting its own peculiar claim. Some are really valuable; others are harmless; not a few are dangerous. In the latter connection, too great stress cannot be laid upon the fact that any article intended to be utilized for the toilet of the teeth, and which presents an acid or markedly alkaline reaction, is to be regarded with suspicion; it may be added that a number in the market are neither more or less than dilute solutions of spirit of salt (muriatic acid), which is almost rapid in its action upon enamel, and moreover promotes decay and tends to produce offensive exhalations. Others are little more than pleasantly flavored soap; but if the latter ingredient is good and pure it cannot be considered objectionable. Tooth powders, too, which sometimes accompany fluid dentifrices, must also be looked upon with

